
 

Learning and Teaching of Asian and African Languages in the 21st Century 

Key issues and future directions 
 

 
An international Symposium on  

Benchmarking of Asian and African language learning and teaching, and 
Training and professional development of teachers 

 
Circular I – CALL for Papers   

 
 
In the recent years, there has been some rapid development in terms of demands for and delivering of learning 

and teaching of Asian and African languages (AA languages) throughout Europe. In the UK, this is particularly 

true of languages such as Arabic and Chinese, following government’s recognition of these languages “of 

strategic economic importance” and these languages are now also offered as a modern foreign language in 

increasingly more schools and institutions of higher education. This rapid development has soon led to the 

realisation of the absence and shortage of as well as the needs for benchmarking of these languages with regard 

to the widely interested Common European Framework of Reference (CEFR) and for well trained and qualified 

teachers for these languages. It is against this background that the Language Centre of School of Oriental and 

African Studies (SOAS), University of London, a specialised institution of higher education dedicated to the 

learning and teaching of Asian and African languages and related studies is to organise this symposium. SOAS 

has also hosted the only Centre for Excellence for Learning and Teaching in languages in the UK, and is a winner 

in 2010 for Queen’s Anniversary Award for its excellent achievement in the provision of language learning and 

teaching in the British higher and further education sectors. 

 

As an integral department of the Faculty of Languages and Cultures of SOAS, SOAS Language Centre offers a 

wider range of courses in Asian and African languages, to both SOAS students and wider communities including 

businesses, government departments and other organisations. It is also active in innovation, application of 

technology, development of materials, teacher training, testing and research in the learning and teaching of AA 

languages. It is the only university in the UK which offers teacher training courses in languages such as Arabic 

and Chinese, exclusively focused on how to teach these languages to English speakers.   

 

The two main themes of the symposium are 1) benchmarking the learning and teaching of AA languages with 

regard to CEFR, and 2) training of and professional development of teachers of AA languages. The aim of the 

symposium is to provide a platform for teachers and scholar to share their views and experience in these two 

areas and to discuss and work on a collaborative agenda to take it forward on both national and international 

levels. The symposium is jointly organised with SOAS’ Centre for Language Pedagogy, with sponsorship from the 

London Confucius Institute based at SOAS. 

 

 
Dates     8 – 9 November 2010 
Venue     School of Oriental and African Studies, University of London, UK 
Location map  http://www.soas.ac.uk/visitors/location/maps/ 



 

Application for the symposium 
 
1. Registration 
 The symposium will take form of plenary sessions and focused seminars/discussions. As 
there is a limit of places for participants, anyone interested is advised to register early. The 
deadline for registration is 30 September 2010. The symposium fee is 60.00 GBP (payable to 
SOAS), which includes symposium information, two sandwich lunches and tea and/or coffee 
services during the symposium.  
 
2. Submission of abstract 
Submission of papers to the Symposium is welcome. Symposium fee is waived if your submitted 
paper is accepted. The symposium also intends to publish a collection of selected symposium 
papers afterwards. The following are some key dates concerning the paper submission and 
publication.  

30 July 2010 – last day for submission of the abstract of your paper, which should not be 
more than one A4 page, or 500 – 600 words, giving key idea/s and the main arguments.;   

15 August 2010 – notification of results on if the submitted abstract is accepted. 
15 October 2010 – last day to submit your full paper if you wish it to be included in the 

symposium proceedings (on a CD/DVD).  
1 November 2010 – the last day to submit your power-point presentation, if you wish to use it 

for your contribution to the symposium. 
31 December 2010 – the last day to submit your full and revised paper, if you wish it to be 

considered for publication in the UK in a book form of the selected papers which is scheduled to 
come out by the summer 2011. There will be further information on the format of the paper, which 
will be peer reviewed before decision is made on if the submitted paper will be included in the 
collection or if it needs further revision. Notification will be given by 15 March 2011. It is possible 
that the selected papers will also appear on a webpage dedicated to this event on SOAS 
Language Centre’s website. 
 
3. Registration and contact details 

For registration, submission of abstract and subsequent papers as well as for any further 
information, please fill in an online form or contact Nina Chang or Helen Huang at lci@soas.ac.uk 
(Tel: ++ 44 20 78984762 and/or Fax ++44 20 78984889). For on-line registration, please go to: 
(https://spreadsheets.google.com/viewform?formkey=dGcxWnVRSS0tM1NUWkxuUmE1dzY0THc6MQ ) 

Visiting address        Postal address 
SOAS Language Centre      SOAS Language Centre 
University of London       University of London 
22 Russell Square           Thornhaugh Street, Russell Square 
London WC1H 0XG, UK      London WC1H 0XG, UK 

 
4. Hotel information  
SOAS is centrally located in the heart of London. Imperial London Hotels is a group of six hotels all in 
Bloomsbury areas within a short walking distance from SOAS. For details of any of the hotels, please 
see http://www.imperialhotels.co.uk/. There are also B&Bs in the area.    

 


